
Minutes of the Sign Subcommittee Meeting of the

Zoning and Planning Board 

Wednesday, January 23, 2012
Lake Lure Municipal Center
Present:
Paula Jordan

John Wisniewski

Also Present:
Sheila Spicer, Zoning Administrator, Recording Secretary
The sign subcommittee met and first discussed NCDOT permitted billboards in Town limits and the Town’s regulations that exempts any nonconforming sign that has a current, valid permit from NCDOT. A copy of the latest list of NCDOT permitted signs obtained from James Evans, Engineering Technician with NCDOT, was distributed. It was promised that a link to the NCDOT regulations would be provided. That link is: http://www.ncdot.gov/programs/srmu/download/ODA_manual_pt1.pdf 


The group discussed the potential aesthetic impacts of requiring abandoned signs to be removed from properties that may exist in Town limits. It was decided that Ms. Spicer would contact each property owner to try to obtain voluntary compliance after first getting a legal opinion on the possibility of waiving certain requirements of the regulations for a specific amount of time. She would report to the subcommittee the results of both of those action items.
 
Wayfinding signs were briefly discussed. The group cautioned against any changes to the regulations that would potentially allow a deluge of signs to be posted in Town. It was mentioned that other towns allow civic organizations to post their signs in one specific area on a shared sign support as opposed to signs in different areas. The possibility of the Town continuing with previous discussions to construct welcome signs at Town entry points that would accommodate these types of signs was also discussed. It was decided that Ms. Spicer would schedule a time for James Evans to meet with the subcommittee to discuss NCDOT limitations on new off-premise advertising on controlled routes. Once Mr. Evans has agreed upon a time, she would invite Pat Buede with the Hickory Nut Gorge Visitor’s Center and Horst Brunner, owner of Lodge on Lake Lure, to attend the meeting since both have expressed an interest in wayfinding signage.
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